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Thousands of Aboriginal entrepreneurs 
got their start or expanded their operations with help from 
Aboriginal Business Canada. First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
business and financial institutions have also established services, 
and developed and strengthened their networks to create a 
driving force in the economy of Canada’s First Peoples. 
This brochure describes the products and services of Aboriginal 
Business Canada, the Industry Canada program that promotes 
the growth of commerce as one means towards economic 
self-sufficiency for all Aboriginal people. 
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Aboriginal Business Canada (ABC) provides financial assistance, 
information, resource materials and referrals to other possible 
sources of financing or business support. 


Clients must be individuals of Canadian Indian (on or off- 
reserve), Métis or Inuit heritage, or majority-owned Aboriginal 
organizations or development corporations. 


We also work in partnership with Aboriginal financial and 
business organizations, and with a range of other agencies, 
boards and departments on initiatives that are helping to 
strengthen business skills and promote greater awareness of 
Aboriginal business achievement. 


In this way, we are working towards the shared goal of an 
inclusive and prosperous economy for all Canadians. 
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How 
we work with you 


Although supporting a broad framework of 
government and departmental objectives, 
_ Aboriginal. Bulsiness Canada focusses on a 
°° specific set of priorities intended to 
promote the establishment, growth and 
expansion.of firms in today’s rapidly 
changing environment. * 


- These priorities | are’ innovation, trade 

and market expansion, tourism, youth 

“éntrepreneurship development, and 
strengthening Aboriginal financial and 
business development organizations. 
Support is designed to take advantage of 
regional opportunities as well as those in 
urban and other centres. 
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you want to start 
a business... 


If you want to start a business, our role reflects the priorities 
outlined on page |. We can help you to establish or acquire: 


> a tourism business; 
> a manufacturing business; 
> a business, professional, scientific or technical service business; or 


> a business linked to a specified major development (in limited 
situations). 


For other new businesses, we can consider support for marketing 
and information technology needs. 


Please note that assistance to establish or acquire a business is 
intended for first-time entrepreneurs and existing 
entrepreneurs/businesses that are proposing to carry out a 
particular commercial activity for the first time. 
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operating a business... 


If you are already operating a business, you 
may be eligible for business planning, capital 
cost, marketing and business support financing 
related to activities such as: 


® expanding sales into other regional, national 
or international markets; 

> improving your business processes, 
productivity or sales through technology or 
other improvements, including use of 
information and communications 
technologies in commercial applications; and 

> developing, enhancing and commercializing 
new or existing products, technologies, 
systems and processes. 
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Aboriginal 
youth 
entrepreneur... 


a Lx If you are an Aboriginal individual 
Sy As between the ages of 18 and 35 
(inclusive), we offer broader support. 
Contributions are available to help you 
establish, acquire or expand a business, to 
source financing, to access markets, and to develop the 
specific management skills you will need. This will help you 
move into a more competitive marketplace. The business 
Opportunity can be in any sector. 


The vast majority of Aboriginal Business anada contributions 
are made to small and medium-sized businesses and are in the _ 
form of non-repayable equity contributions. Contributions may 
be repayable in some circumstances. 


In the case of larger, community-based projects, other conditions 
__ will be taken into account in order to determine the contribution 
level and repayability. 


Loan insurance is also available to supplement or replace direct _ 
contributions. 


Before a decision is made concerning Aboriginal Business 
Canada funding, each proposal is assessed on its own viability 
and merits, and takes into account the need, the scope of the 
project, and other possible sources of financing. A balanced 
financial package, involving debt financing from other sources, as 
well as a minimum level of the applicant’s own equity is required. | 
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If your Aboriginal organization requires support 
towards eligible activities designed to improve the 
business climate for Aboriginal firms in Canada, 
financial support may be available. 


Such activities include: 


> organization or coordination of business-specific 
conferences, trade shows or other events or 
initiatives related to innovation, trade and market 
expansion, tourism, youth entrepreneurship 
development, business financing, or entrepreneurial 
and institutional capacity building; and 

® private-sector-led development of economic 
research, sector information and analysis, or other 
material, which increases the shareable data available 
on the progress of Aboriginal enterprise in Canada. 


Support for this 
kind of activity is 
intended to result 
in widespread 
benefit; direct 
financial benefit 
does not result for 
the applicant. For 
example, results of 
research may be 
published on-line. 


e 
> | Ff youll origider 
financial or business 
development organization 
provides business services 
and support... 


If your Aboriginal financial or business development organization 
provides business services and support, we are probably already 


working with you. 


After almost two decades of delivering pr 
Aboriginal Business Canada continues to 


many sectoral and other business organiza 


A network of more than 30 Aborigina! 


provides loan and business services to sm 


Aboriginal firms across Canada. Along wi 
Community Futures Development ( 
organizations are referred to collectively 
Institutions (AFIls). 


AFls benefit from the Access to Capital 


under the Government’s Aboriginal Busine 
Initiative, in which Aboriginal Business Canaca 


Innovative arrangements with External | 
have extended the reach of Aboriginal Bu 
programming, and improved service deliv 
Delivery Organizations have also bee! 
locations, allowing for local delivery and | 


We also work in collaboration with the pr: 
Aboriginal Economic Development | 
proposals involving large program investi: 
Minister of Industry and the Government 0’ 
on matters related to Aboriginal economic : 


development. 
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work in partnership with 
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pital Corporations 
and medium-sized 
Aboriginal 
porations, these 
Aboriginal Financial 


crramming created 
Development 
is a partner. 


elivery Organizations 
ness Canada 
Alternate Service 
stablished in a few 
astment decisions. 
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> if you have a 


business proposal... 


If you have a business proposal and think that Aboriginal Business 
Canada can help you in one of the ways described in this brochure, 
please get in touch with us on-line (abc-eac.ic.gc.ca) or by 
phone at one of the numbers listed below: 


Halifax (902) 426-2018 
Montréal (514) 283-1828 
Ottawa (613) 954-4064 
Toronto (416) 973-8800 
Winnipeg (204) 983-7316 
Saskatoon (306) 975-4361 


) 

) 
Edmonton (780) 495-2954 

) 

) 


Calgary (403) 292-8807 
Vancouver (604) 666-3871 


You can also request assistance through an External Delivery or 
Alternate Service Delivery Organization. For a list of these, check 
our Web site, or ask your nearest Aboriginal Business Canada 
office for contact information. 
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